CHAPTER V

SPECIAL DEFECTS IN NUMBER WORK

NOT long ago the statement was made by Suzzallo *
that "attempts to inquire into the special psychology of
the arithmetical processes through experimentation and
control have not been numerous or influential on current
practice." Indeed, there is comparatively little litera-
ture bearing upon any questions of experimental peda-
gogy, Meumann's recent book being the first attempt at
any thorough or complete presentation of the problems 2
or of solutions in so far as they are based on either analy-
sis or experimentation. A few thinkers have endeavored
to determine the psychological processes that underlie
number work, but little has been written on the subject,
compared with the volumes which discuss methods and
devices from a logical rather than from a psychological
standpoint.

As long ago as 1897, McLennan and Dewey,3 writing
on the psychology of number, devoted considerable
discussion to the mental processes involved. The point
of view presented is that number is a rational concept,
not a sense fact, that it has its basis in concrete experi-
ence, and that it involves, in the main, the psychological
processes of discrimination and generalization, under

1 Suzzallo, Henry, " The Teaching of Primary Arithmetic ", 1912.
2Meumann, Ernst, "Vorlesungen zur Einfiihrung in die Experimen-
tellePadagogik", 1914.

3 McLennan and Dewey, "Psychology of Number ", 1897.
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